
2023 Annual General Meeting
    Clifford Park Racecourse
         Toowoomba

For all enquiries and to RSVP  
please contact:

Northern Regional Manager
Damien Tessmann

E: damien.tessmann@dfmc.org.au 
M: 0431 559 377

Farm No: Attending

Names Farm Tour Wayne Bennett Lunch

Thursday November 9th 
Pre – AGM tour 

University of Queensland 
Dairy Research Team 

Farm visit – 600 cow dairy  
with compost barns

Friday November 10th 
AGM & Lunch 

Annual General Meeting 
Quality Awards Presentation 

Fund Raising Lunch  
with Wayne Bennett

Mean Monthly Max Temp °C (Jan)

30.3°C 
Mean no of days/year above 35°C

10
Mean daily solar exposure

18.9 Mj/m2  
Mean annual rainfall

681mm 
Higher in Summer

Av Max Monthly 9:00am Relative 
Humidity% 

Above 75% May-July

COMPOST PACK BEDDING COW SHELTERS

Double compost 
barns with open 
central feed lane

CASE STUDY 3

The Bourke Family Farm

Gladfield 
near Warwick, Queensland 
pbourke@iprimus.com.au

Local climate 
BOM Historical Data — Clifton

Background
The Bourke family milks 550 - 560 cows all year round on 1,180 acres of black soil on 
the Darling Downs near Warwick, with the dairy and shelters built on a sandy ridge. They 
grow all their own feed, including corn, barley and rye grass silage and hay. The farm 
uses PMR in winter when grazing ryegrass and TMR in summer. The cows are mainly 
Illawarra’s, with some Red Holstein Friesians and Swedish Reds, The herd is milked 
twice-a-day.

The Bourke family 
farm was visited 
on Monday 16th 
April 2018 and the 
Case Study below 
is a summary of 
Paul and Shane’s 
interview and 
observations made 
at the site visit. 
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Message from the Chairman
I am pleased to announce that the 2023 Dairy Farmers Milk Co-operative Annual General Meeting will be held in 
Toowoomba, Queensland.  The Darling Downs has long been a strong contributor to milk production and a heartland 
region for DFMC.  

This year’s event will include a pre-AGM tour which will be an opportunity for members to check in on some of the great 
work being done by the dairy research team at the University of Queensland in their efforts to help build efficient and 
more profitable farms in the Sunshine State. 

We all enjoy being able to see farms that are doing well, not to mention being able to go through to ‘tyre kick’, which is why 
we will also be visiting the Bourke family’s property at Gladfield.  This multi-generational family business has made the 
step to invest in compost barns as a way of better managing heat on their 600 strong Illawarra herd.  John, Kev, Shane, and 
Paul all have a strong passion for dairying and sharing their knowledge and experiences with other farmers is something 
they are only too happy to do.

As the weather bureau predicted, much of eastern Australia has headed into dry conditions.  We know all too well what 
this can mean for farms in terms of pressure and competing priorities.  Which is why we sought to think outside the square 
on ways to help and settled on a unique partnership between the Co-operative and Rotary to raise funds for their Drought 
Relief Program.  With Bega’s sponsorship of the Dolphins rugby league team in the NRL, we have been able to arrange for 
Wayne Bennett to attend and lend a hand for what will be a special AGM lunch event. 

Getting off farm, catching up with other farmers to share ideas and experiences is something that we do not do often 
enough so I encourage you to join us.  I look forward to seeing you in Toowoomba.

Regards

Andrew Burnett 
Chairman



Itinerary

Thursday, 09 November Friday, November 10th

8:30am

9:00am

People movers leaving Brisbane Airport

Bus leaving Clifford Park Racecourse, 
Toowoomba

Any members wishing to travel as a group on a 
bus for the day’s events should arrive at Clifford 
Park Racecourse’s carpark by 8:50am.  Please 
advise Damien Tessmann of your RSVP by 
Thursday 2nd of November.

10:00am Members Room, Clifford Park Racecourse 
(Hursley Rd, Toowoomba)

Guest Speaker: 

Paul Roderick, 
Farmer Director  
Dairy Australia 

Open Forum

Annual General Meeting

10:00am 
– 
12:30pm

University of Queensland (Gatton)

• �Tour of University of Queensland Research 
Dairy.

• �Proportion of Un-grazed Pasture (PUP) grazing 
trial update.

• Dairy Beef program.

• �BBQ Lunch at Queensland Department of 
Agriculture & Fisheries (DAF) Laboratory.

11:30am Ian Stewart National Milk Quality Awards 
Presentation

12.30pm 
– 
3.00pm

‘Grassroots to Greatness’

Lunch with Rugby League Super Coach Wayne 
Bennett. (See flyer attached)

Please note: DFMC members are not required 
to RSVP via the Rotary flyer.  Please complete 
the RSVP form on the front page, or email 
details to Damien Tessmann by Thursday 2nd of 
November. 

1:45pm 
– 
3:30pm

Farm Tour – JP Bourke & Co

• �600 cows on 566 hectares at Gladfield (north 
of Warwick), 50 stand rotary dairy.

• �80% Illawarra and 20% Holstein.

• �Two compost barns with herd fed a full TMR 
from October through to May, PMR during 
winter.

4:45pm Arrive back in Toowoomba

7:00pm Dinner with DFMC Board




